Evidence for recrossing of the pathway from the retina to the ipsilateral nucleus of the optic tract.
Single-unit recordings of the nucleus of the optic tract (NOT) under visual stimulation were performed in 5 opossums. Most of the units were directionally selective. Receptive fields for the contralateral eye lie mainly in the contralateral field while those for the ipsilateral eye were mainly in the ipsilateral field. As the nasal retina does not project ipsilaterally, recrossing must occur in the pathway from the retina to the ipsilateral NOT. Possible sites for this recrossing are discussed.